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The Comprehensive Plan for Lancaster County, Pennsylvania
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Rural Centers Tools
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Rural Centers Historic Form
And Community Function
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Strong Gateway Presence

A community’s entrance could

be considered a gateway if it
effectively marks a transition from
the countryside into the Rural
Center, especially along a major
route. The gateway can reflect
the community’s identity, create
an aesthetically pleasing effect,
calm traffic, and produce other
benefits. A subtle form may simply
be a change in the landscape
from farmland or woodland to
residences and businesses (as
shown in the upper image),
whereas a stronger gateway likely
incorporates substantial signage,

landscaping, or other elements.
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RURAL CENTERS ACTION
STEPS

How will our Rural Center grow-
infill development,
redevelopment, expansion,
residential, mixed use?
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RURAL CENTERS ACTION
STEPS

Do we have the infrastructure
to permit additional
development?

4.0 Colerain Township Case Study
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RURAL CENTERS ACTION
STEPS

What will the new development look
like?

Zoning Ordinance
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Plan for a sustained and healthy future for your
community
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Residential form













Contact:

Dean S. Severson, AICP

Principal Agricultural and Rural Planning Analyst
Lancaster County Planning Commission
150 North Queen Street, Suite #320
Lancaster, PA 17603

(717) 299-8333

seversod@co.lancaster.pa.us

www.co.lancaster.pa.us
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